A technique for quick fixation of whole Drosophila and other small insects for scanning electron microscopy.
A procedure for fixing small insects in natural postures for scanning electron microscopy is reported. Anesthetized insects are partially restrained using a depression slide and a coverslip while preliminary fixation is carried out and wings and legs are positioned with a fine brush. Following this, fixation is completed and the insect is prepared for scanning electron microscopy by essentially standard procedures, which may include critical point drying. Figures illustrate, however, that critical point drying is not necessary for more rigid parts of the exoskeleton. Use of this procedure assures naturally disposed parts even when only a single specimen is available.